Matt’s Quick & Dirty Tank Photo Tips

Cut the Glare

· For close up shots:



-Put the lens against the glass (Careful not to scratch it) or



-Shoot at an angle.  (around 45 degrees works good).

· For farther away:



-Darken Room.



-Use only the tank’s lights.



-No Flash (unless you are shooting at an angle).



-ISO may have to be set as high as 1600.

Sharpness/Focus

· Don’t use Auto focus. Focus manually or use focus-lock.

Auto focus is bad because:

-Camera may try to focus on the glass.

-Auto focus is way too slow to catch fish.

· Focus on a spot and wait.

· Use Flash to stop action (Fish move extremely fast).




-Speed is relative to how close an object is.

Fast Firing (Tips to make your camera fire as soon as the button is pressed).
· Set exposure to manual (Set shutter to 1/100 sec. or above.  Set aperture near it’s lowest setting).

· Set white balance to Sunlight.

· Turn off Auto focus,  or use Focus-lock.

Closing Thought

· Don’t give up. It’s normal for only a small percentage of photos you take to come out great, even for pros.  So just keep shooting till you get what you want.

· Don’t over-stress your fish.  Take a few shots, and then let the fish calm down.  Fish hate poparotsies as much as we do.

